
South Essex Homes’ involvement with the Princes Trust. 
 
South Essex Homes owns and runs 5 temporary accommodation sites in Southend. Each site 
requires substantial maintenance, which includes many garden areas which are beneficial for our 
service users. 
 
The upkeep of these areas is naturally time consuming, and with a greater focus on service user 
support, it was becoming increasingly difficult to maintain a good standard in the gardens. This 
was unfortunate, as these areas are an essential part to a healthy and pleasant living environment 
especially for families.  
 
We approached local voluntary agencies to discuss various options for the improvement of the 
garden areas. After consultation with both service users and staff, the Princes Trust agreed to 
undertake improvements to Southchurch Avenue Hostel. This garden was large, with lots of 
potential, and was ideal for the community project phase of the Princes Trust team programme.  
 
This programme addresses a range of personal development issues for the 16-23 age group. The 
course’s aim is to develop young people’s key skills, including communication and literacy. It is 
also designed to build self esteem, while ultimately developing their basic and social skills. 
 
The Southchurch Avenue project lasted two weeks. By the end, through a combination of hard 
work and fund raising, the ten strong team performed ground clearance, dug in two new flower 
beds with flowers, provided children’s play equipment, and even were able to paint a children’s 
mural on the garden wall! 
 

 
 
 
This project proved to be such a success that it was agreed that The Princes Trust would adopt a 
second project at Valkyrie Road temporary accommodation.  
 
The second community project phase commenced in November 2007 and proved to be just as 
successful.  
 
The team levelled some uneven ground, turfed and wood chipped the surface area, erected a 
wooden fence, laid a stone path & provided children’s play equipment for inside and outside 
areas.  
 
These projects have proved very beneficial for our residents and we are very grateful to have 
established a good working partnership with The Princes Trust. The next team are currently 
looking at several potential future projects within the Temporary Accommodation Schemes. 

Southchurch Avenue Garden, before & after, & the hardworking Princes Trust team. 



 


